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BEFORE THE TL\CHER S]"\NDARDS,.\ND PRA('TICES COII\lISSION

OF THE STATE OF OREGON

3 ln tlle llatter ofthe
4 Educator Lice[se of
5 D.{\,ID P. SPR]J{*GER
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On Febmary 9, 2017, the Teacher Starldards and Piacticcs ConDrission (Coinurission) receired

a repofi froDl the OregoIr DePartment of Huura]r Senices (DHS) allegiDg that Dalid Spnlge!'

(Sprilger) had riolatetl Professional Standards and Practices'

-q.fter. revie\r of the Dlatters allege<l, Springer arltl the Corrluissioll aglee tlrat their respective

ioterests, together l\ith the Public interest, are llest sen'edbl-a stipulatioD to certain facts arld the

irnposition ofa si\E (6o) dal sr.rspension ofSpr-ilrser's Or.egorl educator license-

ThG docutterrt sets forlh the lacts uPon \\-hich the palties hate agleed aud the stipulatcd

sanctior to be illlPosed- Springer stiptllates that there is suflicient e\iderrce in the Commissiou s files

aud recorls to support the findirrgs of fact, conclusions oflarv' aDd order set fofih belolv'

B]'sigDiug belo\t, SPrirger ar.'Iurorvleriges, understands' stipulates' ard agrees to tlre follorring:

(i) lre has beeD full1'adriseci ofhis riglrts to notice and a hearirg to contest the findirrgs offact'

conclusious ofla\l., alrd otder.set fonh belorr,, aBti fllllr* axl furalll'rtailes all such rights and an)'rights

to appeal or othen,ise chnllenge this StiPulatiolr of Facts a[d Final Order of Suspe sioD (SriPulatioll

autl Final Order); (ii) this StiPulation arul Firlal Order is a public docunent arrd disclosed to t1re pub]ic

upon request b-1'the Co[rinission; (iii) this Stipulation arrd Final Order is coutilgent upoll and subiect

to approval and adoPtion bl tle Cormlission lfthe Co luissiou does Dot aPprove alrd adopt dris

Stipulation a[d Final Order, then rleither Springer nor tie CoiDruission are bourd by d1e tenrls

llerein;(iv)IrehasftlllyleadthisstipulationirrrdFitralorrlel,alldulrdeEtandsitconlpletel)-;(\Jlre

roluntanll', \!ithout any force or duess, enters ilto tiris StiPulation and Final Order aud corlsents to

issuaucc and entr.\.of the stipulated FiDat order belos-; (ri) he states that llo Pl ollises or

represeutation has beeD rnaate to induce hiluto sign this StiPulatiou altl Firal order; alrd (rii) he has

cousulted Nith an attorne.v I egalding this Stiplrlation alrd FiDal Order ard has beeD full1'adrisetl $ith
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1 regard to lds riglrts thereto, or \t'ai\-es anv and all fights to coDsult \\-ith an attolnev prior to enterirlg

2 iDto this Stipulatio[ alld FiDa] Order. rurd issuance aird eltry oftlle Stipulated Fiual Older belort
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STIPTJL{TION OF FACTS

r) Spmrger Las been licensed as an educator in Oregoti sirce Jure 9, 2o1o' Springer holds aB ltlitial

lI Tcaclting License, with ar enilorsernelt in }lultiple subjects self-contaileil [ECE, ELE), valid

frour Nolernber g, zor3, tlrmugh DeceDrber 23, 2016. On Novenber 4, 2016, Springer rnade

tim+ application for renewal of hislicense. Due to springe's acti'\'e i ''€stigatioD, 
his license

erTiration \\'as sosPended (remained r"alid), pelldiDg t}le outcoure ofthe irlrestigatiou- During all

relel'aDt times, SpriDge| rvas employeil bv the Portland Public Schools (PPS), providing long telrr

substitute senices at Beach Elernenta4 School.

2) On Februalv 9, 2()17, the CoEruissiolr received a rePort ftorn tlle Oregon Departoelt of Httnlan

Semces (DHS), adrising that DIIS receil'ed a1) abuse report allegiDg that SPringe'had injured a

student or) Febmary 7, 2017, Fur{heunore, infor:rllatiorr received indicates tiat Springer t'as

pr el.rouslu reported to school officials for siDlilar conduct dating back to No1'eurber 13, 2016'

hrlestigatior delentrined the follorring:

a) Ou November 13, 2016, studeDt NIV $'as talkiug iD class aud distmcting other studeuts !\4ren

she failed to corrply \Yith Springer's rerbal redirection, Springer spun and f or aroled the

eruptv chair she had beeu sittirrg in. In the prccess of returning to her uoted chair, NV fell to

the floor, landing hard on her bottotn and striking her head -{s a result, }i\' \{as injured and

crf iog. SpriDger seDt iilv to the nurse accor::pauied by anotler student *'here she conlplained

of dizziness anrl head pain. A sludent teacher $'as in the roon and lestified that SPringer's

conduct resulted in Nvs injur]'. SpriDger lras protiiled specific evectations by school

adlrinistrators not to nrove students b]' force arld not to ledirect studeuts 1{ith his hands or b;'

touching.

b) on Februar!'7, 2or7, DC, aD eight )'ear old studeDt m spriDger's classroorri \{as ilot co}lrpl}-rng

with springet's Ierbal attemPts to rcdirect him froln distr:acting other students DC was tunled
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arorDd iuhis clralt_to face the rest of the class aDd \!'as talliillg to odrer students ln an atteDpt

to get DC's atterrtiorr, Springer lifted DC's desk rvhile he $as tumed around distracting another

studellt. The (lesk rePorledlt struck DC ir the back causing lliDr pain' Springer rePofted that he

only liiteti ald dropped the desh to malie a )oud noise and get DC's atteltion Studelt

witDesses stated that DC was struck bt'tlle desk SpriDger Dlo\.ed- DC $as seeu bl'the school

nurse, \dro reported there rvas no I'isible ilrjury'. DC conrplaiDedto the scltool r]urse that tlere

\yas pairl arld teDder'[ess ilr his back

c) -\s a result of Springer's condilct oD Febluary 7, :o17' school adlninistrators alld SPringer

agr.eed tLat he lear.e tlre build )g and he rms r'eEroyed fforn the PPs substitute list fol the

IeDraLrder ofthe school ]'ear. Sprin8er's corlduct \ras stbsequeDtly rcPorted to DHS a d lal\'

eutbrt,eruerlt- l-a1\' etlforcelneut foulld no glounds fol rulv ctillinal charges

lo
I)ar Date

J
'fr€ut l)ano\! Depur]* Director Date

Teache! Standards aJId Praclices Coutrlisstou

CONCLUSIONS OF I-{.!TI

Darid Springer's couduct descnbed itl sections t\\o (2) (a), (b), (c), above coDstitutes gross

neglect of dut] in violatioD of ORs 342.175(rxb); oAR 584-o2o-oo4o(4xn) as it incorporates OAR

584'o2o-oo1o(1) (R ?cognize the L'oih and digrlity o.f all Persons anil respectfor eoclr irrdiUrdttal)'

OAR S84-o!o-oo1o(5) (Usc prolessronaliudgDrent), O.AR 584-o2o-oo25(2)(a) (Establislirq atd

,,cintdinrjrq ciassro ont tlto.nagenlent that is con(luclve toleanling), oAR 584-020 oozS(g)(e)

(Using drsn'icr tarrlitl ond reosonable nrles 
'1nd 

rcgul(lhbns); ard oAR 58'+-o2o-oo+o(cXd)

([hreasonable physicalJot'ce against students ' felloto enplayees, or uisitons to the schooi, ercept as

perrriffed under ORS 339-2501.
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'I-he CoDuDission s authoritv to iDpose discip)iue xr this uatter is based upon ORS

312.175

OR-DER

The CoEuDissiou hereby adopts atrd iDcolporates lrelein the above stipulatiou offacts,

conclusions of larv, and lrased thereou hereb;- imposes a si'dy (6o) day suspension ofSpriuger's

Ofego[ educator liceDse follort'ing dre adoption ofthis order.

Furthennore, the ComDission ilnposes a period ofoue (r) year ofprobation upo[ Sprilger's

licensure to conneDce hom t}le date of any reiDstateulent of liceNtue .rlrd subject to the folloNing

co[ditions:

r. Springer shall couplv with the Sraldards for Corrpetent and Ethical Perforurance of Oregolr

Edrcators uDder Orcgon Adrni[ist.ati\c Rules Chapter S84, Di\isiou o2o.

2- Spri[ger $'ill successfuIly complete a ConuuissioD approi'ed uirinilrg related to C:lassrooDr

llarageureot $ithin one 1'ear ofthe siguilg of this order.

r-l
IT IS SO ORDERED tlrl, I Ld"vof fugusr,2org

TEACHER STANDARDS AND PRACTICES CO}I}IISSION

Bv:
furthonl' Rosilez, Erecu
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